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 We sat down with lead game designer, Steven O'Connor, to talk about Stronghold: Kingdoms. “We can’t possibly pull off our
new vision with the same game mechanics and budget we had originally built,” says lead game designer, Steven O’Connor. “So
we decided to go back to the drawing board and start over.” “On the surface, the developers had talked about how they wanted

the graphics to be more lifelike,” says O’Connor. “But the problem was that Stronghold: Kingdoms is very much a strategy
game. It’s about collecting resources, building armies, and conquering the enemy. So by making the graphics look more realistic
we would have completely taken away the strategic foundation of the game.” So he spent a year trying to reinvent Stronghold’s

engine from the ground up. “We went through many different iterations of what to do with the graphics engine,” says O’Connor.
“We could have used a different type of engine that can simulate physics, but we felt that one of the strengths of our original

game was that it was completely turn-based. The core gameplay is very much about using the same turn-based interface to plan
your next move. So we wanted the graphics engine to reflect that.” New engine, new art style, and new story. The new

Stronghold game will be more than just a pretty face. The developers at Stardock and Interplay are going for a more story-
driven approach to real time strategy games, with a fresh new art style and completely new engine. “We needed a new engine

that would allow us to go deeper into the game, and be flexible enough to support our next vision,” says O’Connor. “We wanted
to try out new tools, and make some bold design decisions. So we went with a new engine that we call Havok Physics. It’s

basically real time physics simulation on steroids. It’s really powerful, but it was also a lot of work to set up.” The game engine is
designed to give the player a more immersive experience. “Our hope is that you will forget that this game is a real time strategy

game,” says O’Connor. “It’s more about the setting and the story. The gameplay is just there to support the 82157476af
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